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Dear Vetti ' 

u_ A 1 ! - P»»tpoort asking « further reply to your letter of 
March 26 to Aoting Secretary Herter and the enclosed draft 
"Statement of Policy on Berlin and Germany" believing content 
on them might acre usefully bo aide In the light of the recent 
discussions of the flour foreign Ministers in Washington. Oovemor 
Herter sent you a brief reply on 2*u«oh 27, ,Juet nrior to these 
discussions. 
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I do not believ* it io correct to reproeeni the Soviets as 
lnvarinbly playing «n active role nn) oursolvos as invariably 
jj.Uying a passive one. Estimates es to whore the initiative 
lies, op as to what is the challenge and vhet the response, wre 
necessarily subjective. Ona might take tho vlew—enti tJw Soviets 
possibly uo so— thst the rsoont Soviet msves In G.;m»any li*vo been 
an attoapt to maintain tho status tiuo in the fr.ee of tv*tcrn attempts 
to change it. <to > night thus argue thnt the fioviot "free city" 
proposal is designed Io eliminate the disruptive influence which 
West Berlin, thanks to our initiative, exerts upon the Soviet 2one, 
snl that tho proj>083l for o pe<!0* treaty with tlie "two German states," 
or vith o "confederation" of tho two, *s well no the threat of a 
separate peucs treaty with the oo-caliod German Democratic Republic, 
are responses to tho Vcstern initiative in pressing for Gorman 
reunification. 

However, 1 am entirely in agreement that the situation requires 
lmttglnative thinking end that wo mast bo both alert in seising the 
initiative and bold in carrying out pronoaelo which nive the effect 
of keeping the Soviets, rather than ouraolvos, on the defensive. 



,:> 






The draft 




fho Honorable 

IW1 8. McElroy, 

Secretary of Defense. 
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Wpe*ta*ntof ^foEFZZL** ?? Oenaan problem, InaludWSr^ 
vill be given wLS «*»£ f^ 11 "?/*■ »*«*» the draft 
vith the Soviet toLa/ ^ *oral«n Miniature ooaferenoe 

on *2S ^r^^^ TO ^ e n,^?ll^^ t * ><**<» 
wy nuoh qppwojatod* """"• *• «• ^•partawnt of State JLe 

SlaoewOy jn»ur«, 



ROBERT MURPHY 
*«Wae Seoxvtaiy 
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GER - *. Vl«dex«m ^ 

Kg- >fr. Kohler f*-' 

y2DR - Mr. Wehasyw (la .ubstanee) 
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